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St. Ann Parish Mission Statement
We are called by a loving God to make St. Ann of Lansing a Catholic community of faith.
We are a family of diverse people with various ministries:
healing the body and spirit, teaching of God and His love,
united in sacraments and prayer, reaching out to the extended community.
With God’s revelation of Himself in Scripture as our guide,
we strive to grow in His Spirit and to fulfill the promise of Christ’s Kingdom.
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confronted him, and reminded him once again how many
people depended on him.

From the
Pastor’s Pen

If you go to Washington, D.C., you can look in front of
the Capitol and you'll see an heroic statue of General
Grant on his horse. But if you go down Pennsylvania Avenue to the other end, south of the Capitol, you will find a
park called Rawlins Park. In that park is a very nondescript statue of John Rawlins. Yet the truth is the only
reason Grant stayed on his horse, literally and figuratively,
was because of John Rawlins.

TRINITY SUNDAY, June 7, 2020:
A RELATIONSHIP OF LOVE (John, 3:16-18)
Humor: What Good Is Religion? A rabbi and a soap
maker went for a walk together. The soap maker had
some negative things to say about religion: "What good
is religion? Just look around you. What do you see?
Trouble, misery, wars - even after all these years and
years of preaching and teaching about goodness, truth,
peace. What good is religion with all its prayers and sermons if all this evil still exists?” The rabbi kept quiet as
they continued their walk. Then they noticed a child
playing in the gutter. The child was just filthy with dirt
and mud. The rabbi said to the soap maker: "Look at
this child! Now you say that soap makes people clean,
but what good is it? With all the soap in the world this
child is still dirty. What good is soap after all?" The
soap maker immediately answered him: "But rabbi,
soap can’t do its job if it isn’t used!" The rabbi said,
"The same is true with religion."

Let me share another thought, this time from the movies.
Joanne Woodward made a poignant film called There
Were Times, Dear that tells the story of a woman who had
to cope with her husband's progressive Alzheimer's disease. The film shows her watching him as he becomes
more and more lost; she watches him become a dazed and
drooling invalid; she worries when she wakes up in the
morning and he's missing and she doesn't know where he
is. But she doesn't keep her distance. She stays with him,
cares for him, bathes him, and dresses him. And she does
all this with the knowledge that not only will he never be
the same again, but there will come a point when he will
not even know who she is. Yet she has no thought of
leaving him or divorcing him or staying away.
Another powerful film, Brian's Song, told the story of two
great football players, Brian Piccolo and Gale Sayers.
Gale was black and Brian was white, and in all of professional sports history they were the first black man and
white man to room together. And so the world watched
carefully to see how they would get along together. What
kept them together was their great sense of humor.

Today we celebrate the greatest mystery of our faith,
namely, the mystery of the Trinity. God is Father, Son,
and Spirit. It is not so much something to talk about, as
something to celebrate, pray, and live.
These three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—are so
closely united in nature and in love that we proclaim there
is only one God. This mystery is revealed to us in the
Scriptures and it helps us understand the Scriptures better,
but it remains a mystery and will always be a mystery until we are fully united with the Trinity in heaven.

At one point, Brian Piccolo was asked, "How do you two
get along? How is it living with a black man?" He answered, "It's okay as long as he doesn't use the bathroom.”
When Brian had cancer, he wasn't able to take part in the
playoffs. Gale Sayers did, and won football's most prestigious award, the George S. Halas Award. In the movie,
Sayers stood up in front of everybody to accept the award
and said: "You flatter me by giving me this award. But I
tell you here and now that I accept it for Brian Piccolo.
Brian Piccolo is the man of courage who should receive
the George S. Halas Award. I love Brian Piccolo, and I'd
like you to love him. Tonight, when you hit your knees,
please ask God to love him too.”

There is one important element that can help us understand the Trinity just a little bit more, and that is love. In
everyday experience, we have seen that love has the power to draw two people together and make them one in
mind and heart, and yet the two people retain their individuality.
The Bible tells us God is love, and it is the power of divine love that makes Father, Son, and Holy Spirit one God
without destroying the distinction between the three persons. It is that love that overflowed and created the universe. It is that love that made us, redeemed us, and has
forgiven our sins, and that calls us to enjoy eternal bliss in
the kingdom of heaven when it comes time for us to leave
this world.

Why were we moved by that scene? Not just because it
showed an extraordinary friendship between a black and a
white man, but because it said something profound about
the relationship: "I love this man.”

I want to share three stories I read that will try to explain
the mystery of the Trinity we are reflection on today. I
will start by talking about General Ulysses S. Grant. As
you may know, Grant had a terrible drinking problem.
The only friend who was really close to him was a lawyer
named John Rawlins. Rawlins convinced Grant to take a
pledge to stay sober, particularly during the Civil War.
And when Grant fell off the wagon and went back to
drinking, it was John Rawlins who went to him as a friend,
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Why do we resonate with these three stories, and what do
they have to do with the Trinity? The answer is this: all
these stories portray loving relationships. Instinctively,
we know that we are at our best, our most moral, our most
human, our most divine, when we are in loving relationships. But why? Because it is at those times that our true
identity is revealed. What identity are we talking about
here? Our identity as beings made in the image and likeness of the triune God, revealed precisely as a God whose
very nature is a loving relationship.

Today’s Readings

Monday, June 8
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Tuesday, June 9 (St. Ephrem)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Wednesday, June 10
(St. Charles Lwanga & Companions)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Thursday, June 11 (St. Barnabas)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Friday, June 12
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Saturday, June 13 (St. Anthony of Padua)
4:00 p.m. Mass
† Robert Sertic (Alice Sertic)
† John Pottinger (Robin Pottinger)
† Mel Tiltges (June Tiltges)
† Mary Schurke (Michael & Vicki Raymond)
† Jasper DeBartoolo (Fran Miller)
Sunday, June 14
(The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ)
8:30 a.m. Mass
† Elsie, Joseph & Richard Necastro
(Mary Ann & Tom Golden)
10:30 a.m. Mass
† Donna Grabarek

First Reading — The L
, merciful and gracious, rich in kindness and
faithfulness (Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9).
Psalm — Glory and praise for ever! (Daniel 3).
Second Reading — Brothers and sisters, rejoice. Live with one another in
peace, and the God of peace will be with you (2 Corinthians 13:11-13).
Gospel — God did not send the Son to condemn the world, but to give it
abundant life (John 3:16-18).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

1 Kgs 17:1-6; Ps 121:1bc-8; Mt 5:1-12
1 Kgs 17:7-16; Ps 4:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 5:13-16
1 Kgs 18:20-39; Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab, 8, 11; Mt 5:17-19
Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3; Ps 65:10-13; Mt 5:20-26
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16; Ps 27:7-9abc, 13-14; Mt 5:27-32
1 Kgs 19:19-21; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-10; Mt 5:33-37
Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;
1 Cor 10:16-17; Jn 6:51-58
THE MOST HOLY TRINITY
June 7, 2020
God so loved the world that He
gave his only Son.
— John 3:16a
don’t go into a long philosophical and theological discussion. Simply say: “It’s about three Persons bound in a
relationship of love—and it’s about me, because I am the
reflection of that relationship. The Trinity is the basis of
the moral life which urges me to show in my life the
glimpse I have of God’s life: Father, Son, and Spirit in
love.”

The Trinity tells us that God is not solitary like the pagan
gods. God is not capricious or cruel or immoral like the
Greek gods. No, the Trinity says that God is relationship—Father, Son, and Spirit—and the basis of that relationship is love. And we are made in that image. No
wonder, then, that we are most godly, most divine, most
happy, most fulfilled, when we, too, are in a loving relationship, are “Trinity.” Of course, if you flip it over to
the other side, we are least ourselves and most unhappy
and most inhuman when we are out of relationship, out of
sync with the Trinity in whose image we are made. That
is why the worst pain and illness in the world is to be out
of relationship. Think of the raw emotions of a betrayal, a
separation, the death of a spouse or a child, a divorce, of
any severe breaking of a relationship. Some people commit suicide over a broken love affair. These situations
hurt so much because they go against the grain of who we
are.

I would simply like to close with this thought on the Trinity. It perhaps might help us to understand this doctrine
better if we word it this way: God the Father who is for
us, God the Son who is with us, and God the Holy Spirit
who is within us.
Someone once asked Mrs. Albert Einstein if she understood her husband’s theory of relativity. “No,” she said,
“but I know my husband.” We cannot begin to fathom the
incomprehensible mysteries of God, but that does not
mean that we cannot know God. If God, choosing to
make Himself known to us, comes in the person of Jesus
Christ and says I am your Brother, and let me show you
the Father, then by the Holy Spirit you can know God.
Intimately. Personally. Amen

On the other hand, the stories of John Rawlins and the
wife of the husband with Alzheimer's disease, and Gayle
Sayers resonate with us, because they provide a mirror of
the triune God in whose image we are made. They picture
us at our godly best. They show us living in the pattern of
the Trinity.

Fr. Mark Kalema, Pastor

So the next time somebody says to you, “Well, you are a
Catholic; you believe in the Trinity. What’s it all about?”
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Thank you for your continued support of St. Ann.
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MASS RESUMES IN CHURCH AT
ST. ANN JULY 13/14
Our Reopening Leadership Team has been hard at
work preparing to open St. Ann for worship. We are
excited to tell you that Masses will resume in Church
the weekend of June 13 & 14, with daily Masses to
follow beginning Monday, June 15.

Our May 24 winning number was 1303.
1303 WOULD HAVE WON $385.00.

We will send out further communication before that
weekend to inform you the details and guidelines
required for attendance in person. Vulnerable
populations are still asked to remain home for now.
See Page 8 for more information on other
allowed church activities.

DON’T MISS OUT ON YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!

Thank you for your patience in this difficult time.

St. Ann’s 50-50 Club

To be eligible, both your 50-50 ($5.00) and weekly
collection envelopes (no limit, but at least $5) with
separate payments must be in the parish office by
9:00 a.m. Monday.

Pot of
Gold

 NEW  NEW  NEW  NEW  NEW 
You may make your 50-50 donation at
Give Central, along with your weekly and
other contributions!

Heartfelt
Congratulations
to Our 2020
Pot of Gold
Winners!

Grand Prize $15,000: Larry Grzywinski
2nd Prize $3,000: Jane Farlow
3rd Prize $1,000: Tim Reiland
4th Prize $500: Roseanne Michaels
5th Prize $100: Priscilla Sabbagh
Sell Five/Win $500: Jennifer Gray

NOW MORE THAN EVER, ST. ANN
PARISH NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!
With the absence of formal gatherings, we have no way to
take up a physical weekly collection. Luckily, we already
have secure electronic giving established through Give
Central, where our faithful can make offertory donations
without coming in contact with anyone. Absent the weekly collection, we will find it difficult to keep going: ministry,
maintenance, staff, and other expenses rely on our parishioners' weekly generosity. If you've not previously
signed up, please visit our Give Central link below.

Thank you to everyone who bought and sold
tickets―stay tuned to the bulletin for the full
financials when all accounts are settled.

https://www.givecentral.org/location/100
Should you need assistance navigating the website
or setting up your account, Brian Kozlowski is happy
to help! Call the Parish Office at 708.895.6700; leave
a message and he will call you back.
Or email Brian at
brianmkozlowski@gmail.com
You may also mail in your envelopes,
or drop them through the mail slot in the
Parish Office door facing the school building
(go inside the little screened porch, and you
will find the slot on the inside door).

To purchase tickets, contact Michael Sanchez at 708.927.2753
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As we cross the finish line of our 2019-2020 School
year, there are several items I want to address. My
first year as principal at St. Ann School was wonderful as I am proud of our St. Ann parents, teachers,
staff, and students. When the pandemic hit our
close-knit community, we all showed a resilience
and willingness to step up and do our part. No one
complained, no one ran for the hills, and we took
time to pray for our parish, school, and families affected by COVID-19. Together, we learned a lot
over these three months, and as we prepare for
next year, we will tweak the way our teachers deliver instruction and the way in which our students
learn. If the public schools are open, St. Ann will be
open and vice-versa. No one will be left behind.
Summer packets for all students will be available for
pick-up after June 23 during our lunch service hours
at the Church from 10:30 to noon. The lunch program will continue for our families and friends
through August 30. IXL and iReady will be available
during the summer months for all our students. I am
currently working on a free jump-start summer
school program and will keep you updated.

Ms. McGovern, Mrs. Rivas & Mrs. Alderfer visited their PreK students to present
them their certificates and some goodies! (See more photos on Facebook)

Dear St. Ann Parish, Parents, and Students,

period, he or she will receive a grade of
“P.” This passing designation will not adversely affect a student’s academic record since grades are
not cumulative from one grade to the next.

We held a farewell prayer service this past week in
the school parking lot, followed by our traditional
clamorous final day dismissal. It was a bittersweet
time to say goodbye to our graduating 8th Graders
and two faculty members whose career paths will
be taking them from St. Ann next year: Ms. McGovern (PreK) and Ms. Stovall (3rd Grade). They will all
be missed by everyone.

Looking ahead to the fall like we are? We have financial aid available for both returning and new
families for the 2020-2021 school year. If you or anyone else you know has been searching for a dynamic, nurturing, and diverse school that has kept
pace with the new demands placed on education
of late, please reach out so we can fill you in. We
are accepting applications and scheduling virtual
interviews now. We do have openings at most
grade levels as of right now, but don’t delay. Leave
a message at 708.895.1661 or email me directly at
egonzalez@stannschoolansing.org.

Finally, there have been a lot of questions about
student grades under the pandemic. As I stated in
my March 13 letter to parents: “Final grades will be
determined by a combination of the student’s
grade at the time of school closure (March 13), and
their ability to complete online assignments. There
will be no reductions in academic grades during
the COVID-19 crisis.”

Let me just say one more time how proud I am of
everyone for weathering the unusual circumstances
of these past months! Have a wonderful summer,
and I look forward to seeing you in the Fall.

As such, we adopted guidelines issued by the Archdiocese of Chicago for all schools to ensure students are given every opportunity to succeed under the most difficult of circumstances. Therefore, if
a student has been unable to complete a large
part of the online assignments over the ten-week

God bless you and your families,
Principal Gonzalez
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Free meals
are available
at the church
for ALL kids 18 and under every
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
while supplies last!
No registration necessary.
Each child will receive breakfast
and two lunches each day.
Come and see us!
Attend Sunday Mass via
livestream every week at
10:30 a.m.
on the St. Ann Catholic Parish
Facebook Page.
Previous Masses, including Easter,
may also be seen on our choir’s
YouTube channel. Go to
YouTube.com and search for
St Ann Choir. You do not need an
account for YouTube.

If you wish to receive the weekly
St. Ann church bulletin electronically, please send your name and
email address to
jeng@saintanncatholicparish.com
or subscribe here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/
BulletinSubscribe.aspx

CORE VALUES OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: Academic Excellence
Academic rigor is a hallmark of a Catholic education. For centuries, Catholic schools have been distinguished for
providing a truly excellent environment that prepares children for college and life ahead.
By any measure, our schools deliver a top-notch education. Students in our Catholic schools achieve higher than national average scores on standardized tests like the ACT and ACT Aspire. Our seniors graduate at a rate of 98 percent
and of those who graduate, 95 percent go on to college. It’s no wonder the Archdiocese of Chicago has more U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon Award schools than any other school system—public or private—in the nation.
We realize test scores and awards are important measures of performance, but they can only tell part of the story.
Each child is unique, and Catholic schools help unlock the distinct interest and talents of each child. Catholic schools
teach children about the deeper underlying themes of society, and equip them with the ability to know how their
knowledge can better the world around them.
We pride ourselves on providing a well-rounded education. We develop the whole child, offering an enriching curriculum that includes the arts, humanities and physical education. Our classrooms frequently offer the latest in instructional
technology.
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The Church is
Now Open With a Limit
of 10 Attendees For:

CORONAVIRUS PRAYER
Lord Jesus Christ, you travelled through
towns and villages curing every disease and illness. At Your command,
the sick were made well. Come to our
aid now, in the midst of the global
spread of the coronavirus, that we may
experience your healing love.
Heal those who are sick with the virus.
May they regain their strength and
health through quality medical care.

Private Prayers
Saturdays 3:00-4:00 p.m.

Heal us from our fear, which prevents
nations from working together and
neighbors from helping one another.
Heal us from our pride, which can
make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. Lord Jesus
Christ healer of all, stay by our side in
this time of uncertainty and sorrow.

Reconciliation:
Saturdays 3:00-4:00 p.m.
Baptisms:
Call to Schedule

Be with those who have died from this
virus. May they be at rest with You in
Your eternal peace. Be with the families of those who are sick or have died.
As they worry and grieve, defend them
from illness and despair. May they
know Your peace.

Weddings:
Call to Schedule
Funerals:
Call to Schedule
Please call the Parish Office at
708.895.6700
to make arrangements.

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers
and all medical professionals who seek
to heal and help those affected and
who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know Your protection
and peace.

Effective June 1, the Parish Office will
be open and staffed on Mondays &
Thursdays from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
(Phone calls received during other
hours will be returned.)

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give
them the foresight to act with charity
and true concern for the well-being of
the people they are meant to serve.
Give them the wisdom to invest in longterm solutions that will help prepare for
or prevent future outbreaks. May they
know Your peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth.

Please continue to take every
precaution to stay safe and well.
We are praying for a quick
return to normalcy.

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this

If you need to speak to Fr. Mark,
please call 708-895-6700.
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illness or only a few, Lord Jesus Christ
stay with us as we endure and mourn,
persist and prepare. In place of anxiety, give us Your peace. Lord Jesus
Christ, heal us.
AMEN
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