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St. Ann Parish Mission Statement
We are called by a loving God to make St. Ann of Lansing a Catholic community of faith.
We are a family of diverse people with various ministries:
healing the body and spirit, teaching of God and His love,
united in sacraments and prayer, reaching out to the extended community.
With God’s revelation of Himself in Scripture as our guide,
we strive to grow in His Spirit and to fulfill the promise of Christ’s Kingdom.
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From the
Pastor’s Pen

unconditional love for us is the Good News. Our response is
to try to return that love.
Jesus knew that the Father loved him. He responded by loving the Father. He showed His love for the Father through
His obedience, even though that obedience cost Him His life.
And it is through obedience that we are to show our love for
Jesus. What does this mean in practice? It means listening to
His word and putting it in action. To love is to obey. And to
obey is to love.

IF YOU LOVE ME KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS:
Three Englishmen were in a bar and spotted an Irishman.
One of the Englishmen walked over to the Irishman, tapped
him on the shoulder, and said, "Hey, I hear your St. Patrick
was a drunken loser." "Oh, really. Hmmm. Didn't know
that," replied the Irishman. Puzzled, the Englishmen went
back to his buddies, "I told him St. Patrick was a loser and
he didn't care." The second Englishman remarked, "You
just don't know how to set him off . . . watch and learn." So
the second Englishman walked over to the Irishman, tapped
him on the shoulder, and said, "Hey, I hear your St. Patrick
was a lying, cheating, idiotic, low-life scum!" "Oh, really,
hmmm, didn't know that neither," said the Irishman.
Shocked beyond belief, the Englishman went back to his
buddies. "You're right, he's unshakable!” The third Englishman remarked, "Boys, I'll really tick him off, just
watch." So the third Englishman walked over to the Irishman, tapped him on the shoulder and said, "I hear St. Patrick was an Englishman!" "Yeah, that's what your buddies
have been trying to tell me," the Irishman replied.

There are those who proclaim their love for Jesus in
words, but who deny Him in their deeds or by their way of
life. Real love is shown in deeds. People know us by our
acts, not by what we say with our lips.
It's not easy to live as a disciple of Jesus in the modern
world. It never was an easy thing. But for that reason,
Jesus has given us the Holy Spirit. When we are weak, we
must pray to the Spirit. The Spirit comforts us in times of
sorrow, enlightens us in times of darkness, and makes us
brave and strong in times of weakness.
The word Jesus used for the Spirit is “Advocate,” a legal term
for one who supports a defendant at a trial. The Spirit will be
the great defender of the disciples in time of trial. And the
follower of Jesus can expect to suffer. But, as St Peter says in
the second reading today, it is better to suffer for doing the
right thing than for doing the wrong thing. Knowing that our
cause is right gives us great strength. Besides, we have the
example of Christ who, though innocent, suffered and died for
our sins.

After this humorous start, I want to tackle a serious subject in
today’s Gospel: “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” In today's Gospel passage, we have part of Jesus’ farewell discourse during the Last Supper. In these last
hours with His apostles, He spoke about essentials. Many of
the things He said were naturally directed towards the future,
at how He wanted them to live when He was gone. One of
the things He said to them was: “If you love Me, keep My
commandments.”

The apostles knew that Jesus loved them. And we know that
Jesus loves us too. There is no mistaking love. You feel it in
your heart. It is like a flame that warms your soul, energizes
your spirit, and supplies passion to your life. Love is our connection to God and to each other. Love is the climate in
which the Christian lives.

We are not talking about keeping a specific set of commandments but rather about following His way of life. What is involved here is Christian discipleship. We can't truly call ourselves disciples of Jesus if we don't listen to His words and
make an effort to live by them. One wouldn't be much of a
Christian if one didn't try to live as Jesus taught.

Years ago, there was a popular little book by William Glasser
called Positive Addiction. We usually think of addiction only
in negative terms, such as drugs, alcohol.
But Glasser was interested in the opposite addictions, the positive ones, such as, for example, exercises like running, which
can become addictive, where people come to need it, and look
forward to it, and if something interferes with it, they are irritable and disoriented. But these positive addictions are beneficial—running, gardening, swinging a bat, swimming, knitting. They can help us lose weight, lower blood pressure,
regulate body sugar, and so on.

“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments." You
could hear this saying of Jesus’ the wrong way. You could
hear it like imagining Jesus shaking His finger at His disciples
and telling them that if they really, really loved Him they
would do what He tells them to do. Sounds more like blackmail than friendship. Something like a friend to another
friend. "Look, if you say you love me, then you'll do this for
me.” But Jesus is not saying, "If you love me you will keep
my commandments" that way. He is saying that, if you are
inspired by My love for you, the way I treated you, then this is
the way you will just naturally treat others.

Positive moral addictions are also beneficial—we call them
virtues. Like coming to church faithfully, like bringing your
children to hear the stories of Jesus in religious education, or
sending them to a Catholic school, like that of St. Ann, like
your charities, like choosing attitudes of decency, morality,
service to others, and other values and actions that imitate
those of Jesus.

We must be clear about one thing. We don't keep His commandments so that He will love us; we keep His commandments because He loves us. During that same supper
Jesus said, ”Love one another as I have loved you.” It was He
who first loved the apostles and loved them unconditionally.

These and many others are the ways we try to live out this
Gospel. Lord knows we don't always succeed at these things,
certainly not all the time, but remember this truth: the trying
itself is the way we keep His commandments and the way we
love Jesus—and He loves us. “Love one another as I have
loved you.” That sums it all up.

The greatest need each one of us has is for real, unconditional
love. Yet we find it hard to believe that this is how God loves
us. We tend to believe that God will love us only if we are
good. God loves us, not because we are good, but because He
is good. Our very existence is a sign of God's love. God's
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Fr. Mark Kalema, Pastor

Today’s Readings
Monday, May 18 (St. John I)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Tuesday, May 19
7:30 a.m. Mass
† Diane Burkett (Bonnie Murach
Wednesday, May 20
(St. Bernardine of Siena)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Thursday, May 21
(St. Christopher Magallanes & Companions)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Friday, May 22 (St. Rita of Cascia)
7:30 a.m. Mass
† People of the Parish
Saturday, May 23
4:00 p.m. Mass
† Deceased Members of the Gendek Family
(Family)
Sunday, May 24 (The Ascension of the Lord)
8:30 a.m. Mass
† Elsie, Joseph & Richard Necastro
(Mary Ann &Tom Golden)
10:30 a.m. Mass
† Josephine Balucki
† Steve Balucki
There is no need to reschedule Mass intentions already on the calendar. They have
been and are being celebrated privately by
the pastor every day. Please call the Parish Office for more information or to
schedule additional Mass intentions.

The Reason for Our Hope

“What is the reason for your hope?” Imagine somebody coming up to you and
asking you that question. Not “What are
you hoping for?” or “What are you hoping
to do?” No, this isn’t about our desires
for possessions or aspirations for life, it’s
“Why do you hope?” Peter today tells us
that we ought to be ready to give an answer to this question. Truth be told, few
of us spend much time thinking about
why we hope. Luckily, the scriptures today give us our answers. We hope because Christ suffered for us, in order that
we might come to God. We hope because
we know that, in the Spirit, God grants us
another Advocate through Christ to remain with us always. No matter what we
might hope for, whatever we might hope
to do, we must always first know and proclaim the reason for our hope: the presence of God in Christ, with us through the
power of the Spirit.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

First Reading — The people of Samaria accepted the word of God
preached by Philip; they received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:5-8, 14-17).
Psalm — Let all the earth cry out to God with joy (Psalm 66)
Second Reading — Act with gentleness and reverence toward all, so that
when you are maligned those who defame you will be the ones put to
shame (1 Peter 3:15-18) or 1 Peter 4:13-16.
Gospel — I will not leave you orphans, but will come to you (John 14:1521) or Jn 17:1-11a.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Jn 15:26 — 16:4a
Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11
Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14; Jn 16:12-15
Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23; Mt 28:16-20 (for
Ascension); otherwise Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20
Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23
Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10; Jn 16:23b-28
Acts 1:12-14; Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8; 1 Pt 4:13-16; Jn 17:1-11a; or
(for Ascension) Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17- 23;
Mt 28:16-20

CORONAVIRUS PRAYER
Lord Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages curing
every disease and illness. At Your command, the sick were made
well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the
coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love.
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their
strength and health through quality medical care.
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbors from helping one another. Heal us from our
pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that
knows no borders. Lord Jesus Christ healer of all, stay by our side
in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.
Be with those who have died from this virus. May they be at rest
with You in Your eternal peace. Be with the families of those who
are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend them
from illness and despair. May they know Your peace.
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those affected and who put
themselves at risk in the process. May they know Your protection
and peace.
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act
with charity and true concern for the well-being of the people they
are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term
solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks.
May they know Your peace, as they work together to achieve it on
earth.
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering
from this illness or only a few, Lord Jesus Christ stay with us as we
endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of anxiety, give
us Your peace. Lord Jesus Christ, heal us. AMEN

4

Big News! Big News! Big News! Big News!
Our postponed Pot of Gold drawing, which was to have
taken place at the also postponed Casino Night at the
Place, has been rescheduled! We will draw the winners
after the 10:30 a.m. livestreamed Mass on

5-3-2020
Wൾൾඅඒ Bඎൽൾඍ:
$ 12,000.00
Dඋඈඉ Oൿൿ/Mൺංඅ Iඇ:
3,089.00
Oඇඅංඇൾ/Gංඏൾ Cൾඇඍඋൺඅ:
1,207.00
$ -7,704.00
Sඍ. Aඇඇ 50-50 Cඅඎൻ: $
365.00
Sർඁඈඈඅ Sർඁඈඅൺඋඌඁංඉ: $
27.00
Bඎංඅൽංඇ Fඎඇൽ:
$
488.00
Sඍ. Vංඇർൾඇඍ ൽൾ Pൺඎඅ: $
15.00
Mൺංඇඍൾඇൺඇർൾ Fඎඇൽ: $
32.00
Thank you for your continued support of St. Ann.
Figures include all mailed-in, dropped-off,
and online contributions.

Sunday, May 31
The drawing will take
place on Facebook Live
so that we may remain
responsibly socially
distanced, but everyone
can still see, just like if we
were pulling the winners
at the big party!
That being said, we have not come anywhere near to selling out the 1,000 available tickets (we are somewhere in
the mid-600 range), which does not help our already
precarious financial situation. We typically sell an additional 30-60 tickets at the dinner auction, but obviously did
not have that opportunity this year. Therefore, if you have
not yet purchased yours, or wish to buy another ticket to
support the parish, you may do so at our Give Central link:

St. Ann’s 50-50 Club
Our May 3 winning number was 5034.
5034 WOULD HAVE WON $182.50.
DON’T MISS OUT ON YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!
To be eligible, both your 50-50 ($5.00) and weekly
collection envelopes (no limit, but at least $5) with
separate payments must be in the parish office by
9:00 a.m. Monday.

https://www.givecentral.org/location/100/
event/10730

 NEW  NEW  NEW  NEW  NEW 
You may make your 50-50 donation at
Give Central, along with your weekly and
other contributions!

We will fill out your ticket, email you a photo,
and mail you your stub. Thank you!
We believe that generosity
has the power to unite and
heal communities in good
times and bad.

NOW MORE THAN EVER, ST. ANN
PARISH NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!

A global threat like COVID-19
touches every person on the
planet, and it presents an opportunity to come together as
a global community.

With the absence of formal gatherings, we have no way to
take up a physical weekly collection. Luckily, we already
have secure electronic giving established through Give
Central, where our faithful can make offertory donations
without coming in contact with anyone. Absent the weekly collection, we will find it difficult to keep going: ministry,
maintenance, staff, and other expenses rely on our parishioners' weekly generosity. If you've not previously
signed up, please visit our Give Central link below.

Thank you for your support of #GivingTuesdayNow,
a new global day of giving and unity that took place
as an emergency response to the unprecedented
need caused by COVID-19.
We will continue to accept Giving Tuesday donations until the end of the month. If everyone who is so moved
could make a donation to our campaign, we would be so
grateful and could breathe a little easier in these uncertain times.

https://www.givecentral.org/location/100
Should you need assistance navigating the website
or setting up your account, Brian Kozlowski is happy
to help! Call the Parish Office at 708.895.6700; leave
a message and he will call you back.
Or email Brian at
brianmkozlowski@gmail.com

Please visit our Give Central link
to make a contribution:

https://www.givecentral.org/location/100/
event/14494

You may also mail in your envelopes,
or drop them through the mail slot in the
Parish Office door facing the school building
(go inside the little screened porch, and you
will find the slot on the inside door).

If you’d rather donate by cash or check, please submit in
an envelope marked #GivingTuesdayNow. Thank you!
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BE A ST. ANN AMBASSADOR!
It’s that time of year, and
we are actively enrolling
students for the fall! If
you already have a sign,
please put it back out on
your lawn.
We have a
small number of signs left,
and you can pick one up at
Church during lunch distributions on M/W/F between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. while
they last. We would love to see them all over town
and in surrounding communities!

Dear St. Ann Parish, Parents, and Students,
In this month of Mary, I want to quote a great priest,
Father Donald Calloway from Michigan, “You must
live consecrated to Our Lady, under her mantle
and you will be safe, she is not above God but God
lives in her and through her so pray the rosary often.” This past Friday, SAS 8th grader Bianca Loera
crowned our Blessed Mother Mary on Facebook
Live, and she and her classmates performed our
traditional Living Rosary on Zoom.

cebook page right after the event. Going forward
please follow our Facebook page for our upcoming
school events.

As we transition to the last three weeks of school at
St. Ann, our teachers have not lost the steam we
had in the beginning of the school year. St. Ann is
still hopping with activity as many of our classes are
receiving certificates for mastering their IXL lessons
and clocking in hundreds of hours of i-Ready and
IXL work on their computers.

All St. Ann students will also be required to perform
two days of service on May 27-28, and to set aside
time for reflection and adoration of our Lord Jesus
Christ with their families. Remember, thanking people who are on the front lines of this crisis by sending
a card, or smiling from afar will help them know we
are grateful for all they do. Practicing social distancing and washing our hands correctly will keep
all of us safe and show the love and concern we
have for our neighbors. Please stay healthy as we
continue to take precautions to keep our families
safe.

Two of the best purchases I made in the beginning
of the school year were a microphone/speaker for
the Morning Assemblies and the i-Ready diagnostic
tool. When i-Ready was introduced, everyone wondered how it would benefit our St. Ann students.
We rolled this new tool out in August, with testing to
occur in October, January, and May. Our students
did an excellent job on their tests. The data from
October to January showed school-wide gains in
first through eighth grades: reading scores increased 32% in one or more instructional grade levels and math grew 41% in one or more instructional
grade levels. Keep in mind, this growth is not random. Over six months’ time, through targeted instruction by our hard-working staff and teachers,
our students’ growth level exceeded a year’s worth
of learning in reading and math! We need to shout
this from the rooftops so people in and around our
communities know that, academically, we are exceeding a large number of schools around our surrounding area. I continue to pray that we keep up
this pace with i-Ready testing in May, even as
Covid-19 continues to wreak havoc on all our
schools.

Finally, we are still serving grab and go lunches between 11-1:00 at the church on M/W/F. Please pick
some up, and take some extra milk! Father Mark
has ordered additional lunches, so no family is ever
turned away. The food service program has even
updated the lunch menus to include tasty meals for
heating and eating.
We have financial aid available for both returning
and new families for the 2020-2021 school year. If
you or anyone else you know has been searching
for a dynamic, nurturing, and diverse school that
has kept pace with the new demands placed on
education of late, please reach out so we can fill
you in. We are accepting applications and scheduling virtual interviews now. We do have openings
at most grade levels as of right now, but don’t delay. Leave a message at 708.895.1661 or email me
directly at egonzalez@stannschoolansing.org.
Current families, don’t forget you can earn a $500
referral credit for each and every new family you
bring in!

But it’s not all hard work and no fun at St. Ann
School! Our fun and caring environment encourages families to work together on projects such as
the upcoming Virtual Talent Show on May 20. Grab
your dancing shoes and microphone, and join us in
this fun celebration that will be uploaded to our Fa-

God bless you and your families,
Principal Gonzalez
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Free meals
are available
at the church
for ALL kids 18 and under every
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
while supplies last!
No registration necessary.
Each child will receive breakfast
and two lunches each day.
Come and see us!
Attend Sunday Mass via
livestream every week at
10:30 a.m.
on the St. Ann Catholic Parish
Facebook Page.
Previous Masses, including Easter,
may also be seen on our choir’s
YouTube channel. Go to
YouTube.com and search for
St Ann Choir. You do not need an
account for YouTube.

If you wish to receive the weekly
St. Ann church bulletin electronically, please send your name and
email address to
jeng@saintanncatholicparish.com
or subscribe here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/
BulletinSubscribe.aspx
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