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Naming Criteria 
You will be asked to submit possible names for the new faith community along 

with a brief description and rationale for the name submitted.  Please keep the following 

Naming Criteria in mind as you prepare to make suggestions. 

  

Naming Criteria  

 

Remember that the Church is the sacred building and the parish is the faith 

community that worships there.  

  

New beginnings often call for new names.  There are examples in the diocese of the 

new parish reflecting the names of the uniting parishes.  In Vicariate 6, there are several 

newly named united parishes such as, St. Katharine Drexel, Jesus Shepherd of Souls, 

Christ Our Savior, Christ Our Light, St. Josephine Bakhita, Our Lady of Africa, St. 

Moses the Black, and Our Lady of Nazareth.   

  

The name of a new parish should be a title of Christ already accepted in the liturgy or 

that speaks to a mystery in His life; the Blessed Virgin Mary under a title already 

accepted in the liturgy; the Trinity; the Holy Spirit; one of the angels; or a canonized 

saint. 
 
Parishes may choose a name based on a charism of the parish community or a 
special devotion to a certain saint or because the saint represents a certain 
cultural or ethnic perspective. Parishes are also encouraged to consider names 
of recently canonized saints. 

 

The name for the new parish must have a feast day for the new parish to 

celebrate. Parishioners will be asked to submit a possible name for the new 

parish, a brief background of the Saint (2-3 short sentences) and rationale for the 

submittal. 

 
 Ordinarily, Cardinal Cupich will receive 3-6 names for consideration form the 

community.  It is possible the Cardinal may choose a name outside of the names 
submitted for his consideration.  Cardinal Cupich has asked that newly united 
parishes do not consider a name that is already in use as the name of a parish, 
school, mission, shrine, or closed parish in the Archdiocese.  
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Please consult the updated Directory of the Chicago Archdiocese at:  

 

https://www.archchicago.org/documents/70111/70558/Parish+Directory.pdf/b302c

7ae-7039-4647-a9d4-0ac9fe5448d7 

  

One place to obtain a list of names and a short description of each saint is 

www.catholic.org/saints  

 Other helpful links, listed below, can direct your attention to saints who have been more 
recently canonized and by which pope.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_saints_canonized_by_Pope_Francis 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_saints_canonized_by_Pope_Benedict_XVI 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_saints_canonized_by_Pope_John_Paul_II 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_saints_canonized_by_Pope_Paul_VI 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_saints_canonized_by_Pope_John_XXIII 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_saints_canonized_by_Pope_Pius_XII  

Please look for more information and details in the coming weeks.  We welcome your 

input and involvement in the process. 
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